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Synopsis We describe a conspicuous new species Platypthima colorata NISHIZAWA 
& SIBATANI from the Arfak Mountains of Irian Jaya. This species belongs to the 
Platypthima group C of JorDAN (1924), whose taxonomic status, because of the 
highly distinctive male genitalia, may need reassessment. 


We wish to describe a conspicuous, new satyrid species belonging to Hypocystini 
MILLER, 1968 from the Arfak Mountains of Irian Jaya, Indonesia. We place the 
species tentatively in Platypthima ROTHSCHILD & JORDAN, 1905 because of the hairy 
eyes and morphology of the male genitalia which resemble those of Platypthima decolor 
ROTHSCHILD & JORDAN, 1905 very closely. 

JORDAN (1924) characterized the genus Platypthima mainly by its hairy eyes and 
divided it into three groups of related species. Of these groups, group C, or the 
decolor-group as we call it in this paper, was defined by its valva having an apical, | 
dorsal process. 

We have examined the male genitalia from a number of species of Hypocystini 
from the Australian region. Their morphology indicates that a generic revision may 
be necessary for some taxa occurring in mountane Irian Jaya and Papua New Guinea, 
including the decolor-group. However, since we have not examined a few important 
related taxa, we describe the new species in the genus Platypthima, a placement which 
May require future reconsideration. 


Platypthima colorata sp. nov. 
(Figs. 1-4) 

Types — Holotype &. INDONESIA: labelled “Inrian Jaya, Arfak Mts., 5. ii. 
1974, T. Nishizawa,” deposited in the British Museum (Natural History). Paratypes: 
1486 329, Arfak Mountains — Demaisi-Hing 36 @ 23. ii. 1974 in the collections 
of T. NisHiIzZAWA and A. SIBATANI— near Demaisi 1086 229 3.-12. iii. 1977 in 
the collections of T. NisHizAwa and A. SIBATANI, 19. 12. iii. 1977 deposited in the 
British Museum (Natural History), all collected by T. NisHizAawA — 1@ 2. ii. 1978 
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Figs. 1-4. Platypthima colorata sp. nov., Arfak Mountains, Irian Jaya (9. iii. 1977) (paratypes 
in the collection of T. NisHizAwa). 1,2: 3, 3,4: 2. 1,3: Upperside. 2, 4: 
Underside. 


(ex M. Simon) in Allyn Museum, Florida. 

Holotype &. Forewing length 21mm. Head, body, legs, wing-shape and size 
as in Platypthima decolor; hindwing with tornus produced medio-caudad, termen 
scalloped. Wings, above: black with conspicuous orange markings; forewing: 
mid 3/5 from 1A+2A to caudal 1/3 of discal cell and CuA, occupied by an orange 
patch with a conspicuous indentation at mid-CuA,-1A +2A; another orange, subapical 
patch from mid-M,—M, almost to costa, crossed by R, black near its cephalic end, 
its terminal margin aligned with terminal margin of the main patch; hindwing: a 
discal orange patch occupying median 1/3 of wing width and in a quasi-diamond 
form from CuA, to subcostal region in Sc+R,—Rs; two inconspicuous but not too 
small ocelli in M,-CuA, and CuA,—-CuA,; fringes dark brown. - Beneath, forewing: 
dark brown, slightly dusted with orange scales, orange markings corresponding to 
those above but the main patch extending to swollen bases of 1A+2A and Cu; hind- 
wing: orange, basal half somewhat dusted, leaving a light-coloured orange postdiscal 
band between it and dark purplish-brown submarginal area which is indented bluntly 
at M,, and which contains, in Rs-M, and M,—CuA,, ocelli with brown rings, com- 
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munally with a distal silvery blue line and a similar proximal line in M,3-CuA,; ocellus 
replaced by white pupil alone in M,—M,; silvery line along termen becoming obscure 
costad; basal 1/3 of costal 2/3 of discal cell covered by a black spot; veins in orange 
area narrowly covered by lighter-coloured scales of yellowish orange. 

Paratypes && and 9.2. Forewing lengths 20-22 mm. Some 8% with white 
spots in line with ocelli in Sc+R; —Rs on hindwing beneath. 99: patterning and 
coloration similar but orange spots paler above, especially subapical ones almost 
whitish yellow; on hindwing above two ocelli conspicuous and with light brown ring; 
beneath, forewing subapical spots pale whitish yellow, hindwing discal light area 
forming a pale greyish yellow median band bounded proximally by a brownish subbasal 

-area extending to bases of Rs-M, and CuA,—CuA, and basal half to 2/3 of discal cell: 
hence subbasal dark spot in discal cell obscured by the adjoining dark areas; 
submarginal dark area may somewhat broaden in caudal half. 

Male genitalia. Very similar to those of P. decolor as described by JoRDAN (1924), 
with apical dorsal hook of valva smaller and directed dorsad rather than cephalad as 
in P. decolor. 

Habitat and behaviour: Butterflies were found on open sunny slopes facing streams 
or in a marsh at ca 2000 m altitude. They flew in the morning from 0800-1030 hrs 
with Delias species and Ornithoptera tithonus pz HAAN, but became inactive around 
midday. Their flight was very fast with a territorial behaviour, settling on the tips of 
twigs or pointed leaves of grass. 

Distribution: So far the species is known only from the Arfak Mountains, Irian 
Jaya. 

Comments. P. colorata can be immediately distinguished from all the known taxa 
of the decolor-group by the presence of very conspicuous orange spots on the upperside 
of both wings and dominating orange areas on the underside of the hindwing of the male. 

The male genitalia of the decolor-group are peculiar in several characteristics which 
probably justify separation of this group from Platypthima (type-species: ornata 
ROTHSCHILD & JORDAN, 1905). Features of the decolor-group are straight uncus, 
ordinary straight and short brachium, short straight aedoeagus with a widened vesica, 
and the prominent, dorsal hook at the apex of the valva, whereas species of the ornata- 
group, or group A of JORDAN (1924), have a strongly dorsad-convex uncus, ventrad- 
directed brachium of variously modified shapes, valva without the apical hook and a long 
aedoeagus distally pointing ventrad and ending without widened vesica. The genitalia 
of Erycinidia ROTHSCHILD & JORDAN, 1905 and Pieridopsis ROTHSCHILD & J ORDAN, 1905 
are very similar to each other, but possess a long brachium surpassing the uncus 
caudally and dorsally in most species, a moderately long aedoeagus with a pointed 
apex curving dorsad and a strongly developed juxta. These characters are thus quite 
different from either typical Platypthima or the deviant decolor-group. 

The description of male genitalia by JORDAN (1924) is not detailed and seems to 
have missed a few important characteristics. Hence a generic revision of this group 
seems to be called for. Genitalia of the new species should be figured and described 
together with those of other species upon completion of an extensive survey of male 

genitalia of all the related taxa for a meaningful characterization. 
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HAIFY, Furr 7B t2 th yik (Hypocystini, 
Dr/ Fav} DHE (AR F. RABI) 


BAIT YOT XI 79 yds CHES NBS + 7 X Fa YO1 HBX Platypthima colorata & 
i UC Hm Ute. Cals Platypthima decolor \CHERBBPRBOBRBISECUCOHO4E, Æ. BA 
Lè osv UK BAORMACOAC KHANNA. SORBICEBEZA THWART Platypthima R 
LGN CHADS, JORDAN (1924) D8 CBU ABC Æ (decolor BL E3) i4, Platypthima O RA 
fix 3.< ts Jorpan DA # (ornata HLS) ERD BB ic TLS. JORDAN (1924) id 
Platypthima HERB BPS I RCDD, COMBI Erycinidia, Pieridopsis ts EO BOA 
MLL EOICHRNLBIT4Z60OOK5T, decolor HE RECESS HOPI, ERED ERE 
OT RERO REX Tork ObICHHANSSTETHS. ZNT CET BEHICME colorata & 
Platypthima D1 @L£UT RLE. COMB T7 7 7 URUNPoUMoHsS, RiT 2000 
m O BET HNH L ZORA? MHS EaI N. FHS ~1lORBOFITHKY, AF IYH 
FaVPOF¢rRALYVNATHFANCMELLSITHHT A. RALBMET, KHOITOTMERL, KP 
EBs HORIAITK ELK. 
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